Glamour Picture Editing
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Step One: Open the photo “glamour.jpg” at jcaweb.tripod.com or the photo you want to apply the effect to. This technique works best on images with a light background or white background. It also works best with dark hair like the picture below. 
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Step Two: Press ALT-Ctrl- ~ . This loads the highlight areas within your photo and adds a slight feathering effect at the same time. This blends your tonal adjustments in with the rest of the photo.
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Step Three: Press Ctrl-H to hide selection border from view. Press Ctrl-L to bring up levels window as seen below. Drag the far right highlight input levels slider (the white one directly under the Histogram) almost all the way to the left to blow out the highlights. Then drag the shadow slider (the black one) to the right a bit to keep any shadows intact. 
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Step Four: Click OK and you can see that her skin is considerable lighter, but you can still see her skin tone. We need to keep going and push it further. 
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Step Five: Press Ctrl-L to bring up the levels again. Drag the same highlight slider (the white one) to the left again (as shown below) to blow out the highlights even more. Drag until you don’t see a change anymore, then drag the left black shadow slider to the right a bit to keep any stray shadow areas.
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Step Six: Click OK and evaluate the photo. You can still see a little bit of skin tone, especially in her eyelids, around her ear, etc. The shadows under her chin are fine, so are the ones under her arm. You have to have some shadows to outline her face and arms, that’s why we keep moving the shadow slider up, to keep those details visible. 
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Step Seven: Do it again until there is very little flesh tone but the details of her face is still visible. You might even try it again to see if you can get it a little better. 
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Step Eight: Bring up Levels one last time and drag the highlight slider to the right. See if it makes a difference, if not then just hit cancel, otherwise hit OK. Now press Ctrl-H to make the selection visible again. Press Ctrl-D to deselect. Now we are going to bring back some of the color outside the skin area.
Step Nine: Bring up the History Brush (under the brush tool) and choose a medium sized soft edged brush from the brush picker. Paint over the areas that aren’t skin tone but are blown out from the Levels. Paint over her top, and the clip for her headset, etc. As you paint with the History brush, the original image is restored. 
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Step Ten: Next use the History brush to paint over the MP3 player, paint along her hair, near her shoulder, where the blue shadow is blown out. As you paint the original image is painted back in. You might also want to paint in some of the shadows beneath her chin and ear buds. 
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Step Eleven: To finish, some text is added to the picture and it is inserted into a CD case. 
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Step Twelve: Additional steps can be to use the history brush at a low Opacity and brush back in a few highlights in her face. Very slowly because you don’t want to ruin all your work. 

Now you try it with your picture.  Save your work in your folder so you can show instructor for grading.
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